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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated Dorn 
(US 4,944,694). 

Regarding claim 29, Dorn discloses a. portable power outlet protection system 
(see figure 1), comprising: a manifold (2) comprising a first portion and a second portion 
(see figure 1); at least one power outlet (12) located within said manifold (2); and, a 
child-resistant means (8) for securing said portions in a closed position (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 30, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), further comprising 
means forgathering and storing electrical cord within said manifold (see figure 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15, 17-21 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dorn (US 4,944,694) in view of Ware (US 3,980,197) 
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Regarding claim 15, Dorn discloses a portable power outlet protection system 
(see figure 1), comprising: a manifold (2) comprising a first portion and a second portion 
(see figure 1 ); means (8) for securing said portions in a closed position (see figure 1 ); at 
least one power outlet (12) positioned within said manifold (2); but Dorn lacks at least a 
part of said manifold is constructed of fire-resistant material. Ware teaches a manifold 
(22) having at least a part constructed of fire-resistant material (see column 2 lines 46- 
53). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one part of said manifold constructed of fire 
resistant material as taught by Ware to provide means for resistance against fire. 

Regarding clam 17, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein said 
manifold (see figure 1) further comprises at least one ventilation aperture (26 or 22). 

Regarding clam 18, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein said 
manifold (see figure 1 ) further comprises at least one conduit aperture (20). 

Regarding claim 19, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), comprising means 
(see figure 1 ) for gathering and storing electrical cord within said manifold (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 20, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), further comprising 
means (see figure 1) for attaching said outlet (12) to the interior of said manifold (see 
figure 1). 

Regarding claim 21, Dorn discloses a portable power outlet protection system 
(see figure 1), comprising: a manifold (2) comprising a first portion and a second portion 
(see figure 1); at least one power outlet (12) located within said manifold (2); a child- 
resistant means (8) for securing said portions in a closed position; but Dorn lacks at 
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least a part of said manifold is constructed of fire-resistant material. Ware teaches a 
manifold (22) having at least a part constructed of fire-resistant material (see column 2 
lines 46-53). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one part of said manifold constructed of fire 
resistant material as taught by Ware to provide means for resistance against fire. 

Regarding clam 23, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein said 
manifold (see figure 1) further comprises at least one ventilation aperture (26 or 22). 

Regarding clam 24, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein said 
manifold (see figure 1 ) further comprises at least one conduit aperture (20). 

Regarding claim 25, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), comprising means 
(see figure 1) for gathering and storing electrical cord within said manifold (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 26, Dorn discloses the system (see figure 1), further comprising 
means (see figure 1) for attaching said outlet (12) to the interior of said manifold (see 
figure 1). 

Regarding claim 27, Dorn discloses a method for protecting a portable power 
strip (see figure 1), comprising the steps of: acquiring a manifold (2) having: a first 
portion; a second portion releasably attached to said first portion (see figure 1) wherein 
said portions define an interior (see figure 1); and a power strip (12) with surge 
protection located within said interior; and plugging at least one electrical cord into said 
power outlet (see figure 1 ); but Dorn lacks at least a part of said manifold is constructed 
of fire-resistant material. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to make at least one part of said manifold constructed 
of fire resistant material as taught by Ware to provide means for resistance against fire. 

Regarding claim 28, Dorn discloses the method (see figure 1), further comprising 
the step of providing a child- resistant means (8) for securing said portions in a closed 
position (see figure 1; column 2 lines 26-31). 

3. Claims 16 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated Dorn 
(US 4,944,694) in view of Ware (US 3,980,197) and further in view of Frechette (US 
6,138,853). 

Regarding claim 16, Dorn discloses the claimed invention except for the manifold 
further comprises means for skid-resistance. Frechette teaches a manifold having skid 
resistance means. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make Dorn's manifold with skid-resistance means to 
provide means for preventing the manifold from sliding in a giving surface. 

Regarding claim 22, Dorn discloses the claimed invention except for the manifold 
further comprises means for skid-resistance. Frechette teaches a manifold having skid 
resistance means. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make Dorn's manifold with skid-resistance means to 
provide means for preventing the manifold from sliding in a giving surface. 

4. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated Dorn (US 
4,944,694) in view of Frechette (US 6,138,853). 
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Regarding claim 31, Dorn discloses the claimed invention except for the manifold 
further comprises means for skid-resistance. Frechette teaches a manifold having skid 
resistance means. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make Dorn's manifold with skid-resistance means to 
provide means for preventing the manifold from sliding in a giving surface. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-28 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 29 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that Dorn (US 4,944,694) does not teach a portable power 
outlet protection system comprising a child resistant means for securing said portions in 
a closed position. The Examiner's disagrees and points out that Dorn teaches a portable 
power outlet having child resistant means (8, column 2 lines 26-30) for securing said 
portions in a closed position. Furthermore, MPEP 2111 states that the claims must be 
given their broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with the supporting description, 
therefore Dorn's latch (8) can be a child resistant means because it can prevent a child 
from unlocking the portions. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication sliould be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (571 ) 272-2245. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) OR 571-272-1000. 

August 1 1 , 2008 



/Angel R. Estrada/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2831 



